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E N T R Y  N U M B E R  D A T E  

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) . 

NAME 

. .
John's Church' . ,. . . .. . . . .S t  , 

H I S T O R I C :  

mile South of R t .  30, mile Southeast of intersection with 630. 
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

5 1  , , , 101 

Sweet Hall Vic ini ty  (William Lloyd Scott . .  D i s t r i c t  Congressman) 
S T A T E  C O U N T Y !  . , C O D E  

CATEGORY 
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Dis t r ic t  Publ ic  Publ ic Acquisit ion: . Yes: 

Site • Structure I n  Process Unoccupied 

Both . Preservation work 
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P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or  More a s  

Agricultural . Government Pork Transportation 

Commercial , Private Residence Other 

Mi l i tory  Religious Be restored 
Entertainment Museum 

I 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
N A M E .  I 

(The Reverend Green) , , . , . . 


S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

. . . 

.The.Vestry of S t .  John's Church. . , I 
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West Point ------.-
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7. DESCRIPTION 
T-"---- (Check One) 1 

~ x s c l l s n t  k1 Good Fair Datarioroted Ruins U Unaiposed 
CONDITION I- (check -- One) I (Cheek 0"s )  

I W A I t o m d  Unoltared n Moved O r ~ g ~ n o I  Sile 
- 

O E S C R I O E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

St. John's Church s tands i n  a c lear ing  in  a wooded area just  
south of Route 30 about 10 milea west of West Point. The m a i n  body 
of t h e  T-shaped building has a s teeply pitched gable roof and measures 
50'3" x 30'2''; t he  wing, an e a r l y  addit ion,  i s  24' wide and 28'9" long. 
The wal ls  are  l a i d  in Flemish bond with glazed headers above the 
bevelled water t ab l e  w i t h  English bond below. Rubbed br ick suggests 
quoins a t  the s a l i e n t  corners,  and marks t h e  arches and jambs of a l l  
windows and the north and west doorways. A row of rubbed brick and a 

.row of glazed headers are  used along t h e  rake of a l l  t h r ee  gables. 
Queen c losers  occur a t  t h e  s a l i e n t  corners and i r regular ly  a t  t h e  
openings of doors and windows. There a r e  th ree  la rge  windows with 
rounded arches on the south wall ,  two i n  t he  eas t  end, one in each s i d e  

. of t he  wing, and one in the western pa r t  of the  north wall. A l l  of 
these windows have been extended a t  t he  bottom by about s i x  courses. 
There a r e  two small windows with segmental arches in t h e  north gable, 
one with a f l a t  arch of gauged br ick  in the west gable and a c i r cu l a r  
window i n  the  e a s t  gable. There is a door in  both/"&st and the north 
ends. The western doorway has a segmental arched pediment, including 
a raked cornice of molded brick,  and a horizontal  cornice of molded 
br ick over a rounded arch and raised jambs with pedestals. The north 
doorway has a t r i angu la r  pediment in which both cornices cons i s t  of 
molded br ick,  and &ich surmounts a f l a t  arch of gauged br ick ,  
raised jambs and rudimentary pedestals. A br ick with n1734" and another 
with "IH" i n  t h e  horizontal  cornice a r e  sa id  t o  derive from the 
or ig ina l  south doorway. There has been extensive repainting and 
repa i r  on t h e  ex t e r io r  of the building. 

The in t e r io r  of the s t ruc tu re  r e f l e c t s  i ts  T shape. ' h e  
main body of t he  building has a segmentally arched cei l ing.  Tha 
gal lery in  the west is colonial ,  has turned balusters ,  and a shallow 
f ront  with s inp le  mouldings; t he  s t a i r  t o  t h i s  ga l le ry  in collapsed. 
The north  ga l le ry  is a l s o  colonial  and has a s t a i r  and a f ron t  
of horizontal  raised panels. Both g a l l e r i e s  a r e  supported by a pa i r  . 
of slender f lu ted  Tuscan columns, although the south column of the 
west ga l l e ry  is not in place. 

- 
A s t r i k i n g  fea ture  of the  i n t e r io r  is  a la rge  reredos with 

pediments. f l u t ed  p i l a s t e r s ,  pedestals. panels and spaces f o r  the  
'panels containing the decalogue and creed located on the  south wall  
projecting i n t o  t h e  e a s t  and middle windows. This reredos is not  
o r ig ina l  t o  St. John's, and it may possibly h a w  been moved from 
Acquinton Church (1734) o r  New Church, S t ra t ton  Major Parish(1768). 
There are  plans t o  remove the reredos f r an  the  church. 

The church is cur ren t ly  undergoing a long-term renovation. 

0. 8. 



St .  John's Par i sh  was formed in 1680 from St. Stephen's 
and S t r a t t on  Major Par ishes ,  and was enlarged i n  1691 by incor- 
porating t h e  portion of St. Peter ' s  Par ish  nor th  of the  Parnunkey. 
In 1729, the  ves t ry  of the  par ish  expressed concern over t h e  decay 
of the  e x i s t i n g  churches and agreed t o  replace them. In  1731, there  
was considerable debate over t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of replacing t h e  two 
churches o r  construct ing one new one. After  several  conf l ic t ing  
orders,  it was a t  l a s t  agreed u on t o  build two churches "...in the  S most convenient places i n  the s par i sh  fo r  the  general Ease of t he  
Inhabitants." The present church was completed in  1734. The 
wing is thought t o  have been added between 1755 and 1765. It was 
during t h i s  period t h a t  t he  eloquent and popu?ar Henry Skyren 
drew la rge  crowds t o  h i s  services  a t  St. John s. 

. 

The church seems t o  have been near ly  abandoned a f t e r  the 
Disestablishment, but was used occasionally by Methodists, Bapt is ts  
and others.  In 1877, two Episcopalians, Capt. Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
and D r .  Buchan Richards purchased the  property t o  keep o ther  denom- 
inations from taking over the  old church. In 1913, t he  property 
was deeded t o  the  vest ry  of t h e  new St.  John's i n  nearby West 
Point. Since. t h a t  time, the  inter-denominational St. ~ o h n ' s  Restor- 
a t ion  Association. advised by a r ch i t ec t  Milton Grigg, has worked 

. t o  preserve and r e s to re  the  old building,  which has not been used 
by an  I a c t i ve  congregation aince the  Disertsblishment. 

S I G N I F I C A N C E  

P E R ~ O D  (check One or More a. ApProPrisleJ 

Pra-Columb~an l 16th Century El 18th Century 20th Century 

15th Century 17th Century 19th Century 

S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S 1  ( I iApp l iceb ls  4ndKnown) 1734 
OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check One or M O , ~  ma ~ ~ ~ r o p d a t s )  

Abor iganol Educotlon Poi>t!col 0 Urban PI."",". 

Prshtstoric Enginasr~ng Ral~gion/PhI .  -0 Other (Specify) 

.O Hastoris Industry losophy 

Aproculture Inven11.m Ssianc. 

&I Architecture Lendscope Sculpture 

Art Arch~tecture Soctol/Humon- 

Commerce Litsroture ltarlon 

0 Communtcotaons Mklmtary Thoqtsr 

Conservataon 0 Musnc O Transportatoon 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

St .  John's Church is a f i n e  example of the  T-shaped form 
of Virginia's co lon ia l  churches. It exhib i t s  q u a l i t y  brickwork 
in  its wall surfaces and doorways. and it a l s o  r e t a i n s  a l a rge  
amount of co lon ia l  woodwork in  i ts  in t e r io r  ga l l e r i e s .  The la rge  
reredos, although not o r ig ina l  t o  t he  church, is regarded a s  a 
magnificent example of colonial  wood working. St .  John's is t h e  
only surviving colonial  church in King W i l l i a m  County t o  remain in  
t he  Episcopal charge. This church is a l s o  important in t h a t  it is 
associated with Carter Braxton, Signer of t h e  Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, who regular ly  attended vorahip there. 
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